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been sent in advance to assume charge and complete the fortifica-
tion of Gingi. Among the Brahman leaders, whom it was deter-
mined to leave in the Deccan, and carry on a system of guerilla
warfare, the most prominent man was Ramchandrapant Amatya,
the ancestor of the present Pant Amatya family of Bavada in
Kolhapur. Ramchandrapant was a son of Abaji Sondev, who, with
Moropant Pingle, was, in Shivaji's time, his chief adviser and mili-
tary commander. So great was the confidence placed in tiitm that
full authority was conferred upon him to act as circumstances
required, and in his charge Rajaram left his wife, and most of
the Maratha commanders, who retreated to the South, placed their
families under his protection at Vishalgad.
He was thus the chief ostensible authority, representing the
Maratha power, left in the Deccan, who did not submit to the
Moghul Emperor. Another Brahman leader, who deserves to be
named, was Shankaraji Malhar, who was appointed .Sachiv by
SambhajL He accompanied the leaders who went to Gingi, and
after staying there for some time he retired to Benares. He ren-
dered a special service to Shahu on his return to power by arrang-
ing the treaty between the Sayyads and the Marathas, Among
the Brahman leaders, who rose to powefv for the first time in this
crisis, was Parashuram Trimbak, the KulkaMi of Kinhai, and the
ancestor of the Pant Pratinidhi family of Oundh in Satara, as also
Shankaraji Narayan, the ancestor of the family of Pant Sachiv
of Bhor. They were Ramachandrapant's chief assistants and
noWy justified the confidence placed in them by their countrymen.
Among the Maratha leaders, the chief responsibility rested upon
Santaji Ghorpade and Dhanaji Jadhav, They had first come to
notice as generals under Hambirrao Mohite, when they succeeded
in turning a defeat into victory near Panhala in 1674. Per thirty
years they maintained the reputation of the Maratha arms, and
braved the whole power of the Moghul army. Though they
accompanied Rajaram, Pralhad Niraji and others to Gingi, the
plan of defence settled upon was that they should return and
oppose the Moghids in the Deccan and prevent them from success-
fully invading the Karnatik and threatening jpingL Of course, they
wore fighting without funds and without resources, and they had
to improvise their own men, their horses, their supplies, ammuni-
tions of war, and to find their treasure, and naturally many
excesses were committed by them. They were fighting against the
whole power of the Moghuls, and they established such a terror
in the Moghul army that before the century came to an end, the
Marathas were able to return to their country and to make incur-
sions in Gujarat, Malwa, Khandesh and Berar, so as to reduce the